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Richard Frater
What Remains of a Naturalist

2024
Installation view, Klosterruine, Berlinww



Richard Frater
Off season

2023
Installation view, Kunstverein München

Photo: Max Geuter.
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Richard Frater 
At Thresholds, City Gallery Wellington, 2022

photo: Cheska Brown
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Richard Frater
Invitation Dilemma (wood pigeon, Akademie der Kunste, Hansaviertel)

2022
silver gelatin print from 35mm film

265 x 440mm
Edition of 3 + 1 AP



Richard Frater and Pauline Rhodes
Bluets

2021  
Installation view, Michael Lett, Auckland



Richard Frater and Pauline Rhodes
Bluets

2021  
Installation view, Michael Lett, Auckland



Richard Frater
Invitation Dilemma (wood pigeon, Akademie der Künste, Hansaviertel)

2020
silver gelatin print from 35mm film

640 x 440 mm 
Bluets, Michael Lett, Auckland



Richard Frater and Pauline Rhodes
Bluets

2021  
Installation view, Michael Lett, Auckland



Richard Frater
Invitation Dilemma (ibis, Heide Museum of Modern Art)

2021
silver gelatin print from 35mm film

445 x 650mm



Richard Frater
Invitation Dilemma

2020
Install view, Im Volksgarten, Kunsthaus Glarus, Glarus



Richard Frater
Invitation Dilemma (wood pigeon, Akademie der Künste, Hansaviertel)

2020
silver gelatin print from 35mm film

445 x 650mm
Im Volksgarten, Kunsthaus Glarus, Glarus



Richard Frater
Invitation Dilemma

2020
Install view, Im Volksgarten, Kunsthaus Glarus, Glarus



Richard Frater
Invitation Dilemma (hawfinch, Akademie der Künste, Hansaviertel)

2020
silver gelatin print from 35mm film

540 x 375 mm
Im Volksgarten, Kunsthaus Glarus, Glarus



Richard Frater
Stop Shell (oyster Filter version)

2017
Living oyster, Brita water Filter pitcher, modified oyster shell, marine aquarium, 

water pumps, chiller, bio-media filter, plexiglass, 1500 x 400 x 400mm
Install view, Michael Lett, Auckland, 2019



Richard Frater
Indifference, 2019

Install view, Michael Lett, Auckland, 2019



Richard Frater
Indifference, 2019

Install view, Michael Lett, Auckland, 2019



Richard Frater
Stop Shell (live rock version)

2018
fossilised coral, 3D printed macroscopic graphs, coral organism, marine aquarium, 

bio-media, plexiglass, 1460 x 400 x 400mn, Installation view, Michael Lett, 
Auckland



Richard Frater
Common Birds

Installation view 
Oracle, Berlin, June 2018
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Installation view 
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Richard Frater
Common Birds [film still]

HD video
39:11min
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Richard Frater
Common Birds

Installation view 
Oracle, Berlin, June 2018



Richard Frater
Compound

Installation view 
KW Institute, Berlin, September 2017
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Installation view 
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Installation view 
KW Institute, Berlin, September 2017



Richard Frater
Compound

Installation view 
KW Institute, Berlin, September 2017



Richard Frater
Stop Shell (Oyster version)

2017
living oyster, Brita water Filter Karaffe, modified oyster shell, marine 

aquarium, water-pumps, plexiglass, biological filter, chiller
1300mm x 400mm x 400mm

Installation view
Produktion: Made in Germany, Kunstverein Hannover 

KW Institute, Berlin, September 2017



Richard Frater
Stop Shell (Oyster version)

2017
living oyster, Brita water Filter Karaffe, modified oyster shell, marine 

aquarium, water-pumps, plexiglass, biological filter, chiller
1300mm x 400mm x 400mm

Installation view
Produktion: Made in Germany, Kunstverein Hannover 

KW Institute, Berlin, September 2017



Richard Frater
Stop Shell (Oyster version)

2017
living oyster, Brita water Filter Karaffe, modified oyster shell, marine 

aquarium, water-pumps, plexiglass, biological filter, chiller
1300mm x 400mm x 400mm

Installation view
Produktion: Made in Germany, Kunstverein Hannover 

KW Institute, Berlin, September 2017



Richard Frater
April

2015-17
modified Greenpeace ‘Standing up for the Earth’ calendar, Canon camera 
body, stainless steel tube, Canon EF 300mm f/2.8L IS USM lens and case

dimensions variable
Installation view

NEW15, ACCA, Australian Center for Contempoary Art, 2015



Richard Frater
April

2015-17
modified Greenpeace ‘Standing up for the Earth’ calendar, Canon camera 
body, stainless steel tube, Canon EF 300mm f/2.8L IS USM lens and case

dimensions variable
Installation view

Resisting Images, Heidelberger Kunstverein, 2017



Richard Frater
April

2015-17
modified Greenpeace ‘Standing up for the Earth’ calendar, Canon camera 
body, stainless steel tube, Canon EF 300mm f/2.8L IS USM lens and case

dimensions variable
Installation view

Resisting Images, Heidelberger Kunstverein, 2017



Richard Frater

Born 1984, Wellington, New Zealand
Lives and works in Berlin, Germany

Richard Frater often begins with the fragility and complexity of life processes –
creating artworks that bring visibility to the interactions between organisms and the 
material world. His works frequently reveal the disruptions and interruptions that 
humanity and the built environment have brought to these processes.

Frater graduated with a Postgraduate Diploma in Fine Arts from the Elam School 
of Fine Arts, Auckland in 2006, followed by a Master of Fine Arts from Glasgow 
School of Art in 2012. In 2020 Frater was awarded the Parehuia Artist’s Residency 
at McCahon House, Titirangi.

EDUCATION

2012
MFA, Glasgow School of Art

2006
PGDipFA, Elam School of Fine Arts, University of Auckland

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS

2024
What Remains of a Naturalist, Klosterruine, Berlin (solo)
The Anicipation of Joy, Michael Lett, Auckland (group)

2023
Folded Memory, Adam Art Gallery, Te Pataka Toi, Wellington (group)
INVERSION 2: Haute Tension, Galerie Conradi, Hamburg (group)
Image Ecology, c/o, Berlin (group)
Off season, Kunstverein München, Munich (solo)

2022
At Thresholds, cur. Moya Lawson, City Gallery Wellington (group)

2021
Bluets with Pauline Rhodes, Michael Lett, Auckland, New Zealand (two-person)

2020
Im Volksgarten, Kunsthaus Glarus, Glarus (group)

2019
Indifference, Michael Lett, Auckland, New Zealand (solo)
A Fatal Attraction, Galerie Barbara Weiss, Berlin, Germany (group)
Leviathan, Kunsthal Aarhus, Aarhus, Denmark (group) 

2018
Common Birds, Oracle, Berlin, Germany (solo)
Tiergarten, Robert Heald Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand (solo)

2017
Compound series, KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin, Germany (solo)
Farewell Photography, Biennale für aktuelle Fotografie 2017, Mannheim, Germany 
(group)
Produktion. Made in Germany Drei, Kunstverein Hannover, Germany (group)
Resisting Images, curated by Boaz Levin, “Farewell Photography, Biennale für 
aktuelle Fotografie”, Heidelberger Kunstverein, Heidelberg, Germany (group)
This Time of Useful Consciousness – Political Ecology Now, The Dowse, Lower 
Hutt, New Zealand (group)
Somebody’s Bedside Table, Between Bridges, Berlin, Germany (group)
Erth League Symposium 2017, exhibitor and discussant, PIK- Potsdam Institute for 
Climate Research, Potsdam, Germany

2016
man, man, man, Robert Heald Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand (solo)
Forget me, forget me (w/ Patrick Lundberg), North Projects, Christchurch, New 
Zealand (group)
Umwelt Inversion, Galerie Conradi, Hamburg, Germany (group)
Soft Architecture, Malcolm Smith Gallery, Uxbridge, Auckland MONS, KNULP, 
Sydney, Australia (group)
unexpected others, L’Atelier–ksr, Berlin, Germany (group)
Raising Cattle, Montreal, Canada (group)
MIRRORS, DUVE Berlin, Germany (group)

2015
Living Cities 2011 – , curated by Lara Preston, Adam Art Gallery, Wellington, New 
Zealand (solo)
Pestilent Unground; Epidemic Openness, curated by Jack Willet, Station Gallery, 
Melbourne, Australia (group)
Wow Tides, MAVRA, Berlin, Germany (group)
NEW15, ACCA, Australian Center for Contemporary Art, Melbourne, Australia 
(group)
Obsolving the Object, Fogstand Gallery and Studio,Taiwan and Latent Spaces, 
Singapore (group)



2014
Fathoms, Michael Lett, Auckland, New Zealand (two person)
A world undone: Works from the Chartwell Collection, Auckland Art Gallery Toi o 
Tāmaki, Auckland, New Zealand (group)
Let’s Destroy the Earth but Keep Humans, curated by Matthew Richardson, Galerie 
Gregor Staiger, Zurich, Switzerland (group)
Shift, Galerie Antoine Levi, Paris, France (group)
Carpet Burn, Papakura Art Gallery, Auckland, New Zealand (group)
Disney Noir, Michael Lett Gallery, Auckland, New Zealand (group)

2013
Finally, we are metal., Robert Heald Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand (solo)
Build the | das Bild, Studio-Baustelle, Berlin, Germany (group)

2012
Don’t Leave Me This Way, Bethanien House Gallery, Berlin, Germany (group)
MFA Graduate Show, Glue Factory, Glasgow, Scotland (group)
Assume Nothing, Gus Fisher Gallery, Auckland, New Zealand (group)
Non Urban Serial, The John Dory Report at Publish and Be Damned, ICA, London, 
United Kingdom (group)
Polygon Window, Robert Heald Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand (group)
Running on pebbles, Snakepit, Auckland, New Zealand (group)

2011
(A Film Called) Ellipsis, Adam Art Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand (solo)
plume (w/ Richard Bryant), TCB art inc., Melbourne, Australia (two person)
The House with the Mezzanine, Sue Crockford Gallery, Auckland, New Zealand  
(solo)
Reason and Rhyme, Gertrude Contemporary, Melbourne, Australia; ST PAUL St, 
Auckland, New Zealand (group)
Marwencol, Robert Heald Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand (group)
Caraway Downs, curated by Roman Mitch, Artspace, Auckland, New Zealand (two 
person)

2010
Retouch some real with some real, Alterations project space, Wellington, New 
Zealand (solo)
Indefinite Leave to Remain, St PAUL St Gallery, Auckland (group)
Obstructions / Patrick Lundberg & Richard Frater, Untitled, 2007, curated by 
Roman Mitch, Window Gallery, Auckland, New Zealand (group)

2009
Lino Sprite, Te Tuhi Centre for the Arts, Auckland, New Zealand (solo)
Still, High Street Projects, Christchurch, New Zealand (solo)

Sweet Apparition, Square2, Wellington City Art Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand 
(solo)
O.K., Michael Lett, Auckland, New Zealand (group)
2008
This Serene Machine (w/ Martyn Reynolds), The Film Archive, Auckland, New 
Zealand (group)
So Long the Difficulties of Being Single, Newcall Gallery, Auckland, New Zealand 
(solo)
Down Under—Neues aus Neuseeland, video work with Ensemble: Hoersinn and 
Composer Club Präsentiert at Black Box, Achtermannstr, Germany (solo)
Architecture for the Nation, New Artist Show, Artspace, Auckland, New Zealand 
(group)
Vincent Grocery, curated by Laura Preston, Enjoy Public Art Gallery, Wellington, 
New Zealand (group)
Various Artists, The Film Archive, Auckland, New Zealand (group)

2007
Richard Frater (w/ Patrick Lundberg), Window Gallery, Auckland, New Zealand 
(group)
In a Nutshell, Sue Crockford Window Project, Auckland, New Zealand (solo)
They Synth Ballet (w/ John Ward Knox), Room, Auckland, New Zealand (solo)
Monuments Dreaming of Me, Blue Oyster, Dunedin, New Zealand (group)
Out of Order, St PAUL St Gallery, AUT, Auckland, New Zealand (group)

2006
Sleep, Eat Food, Have Visions, Room 103, Auckland (group)
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